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Brief Description:  Allowing fire protection facilities to use impact fees.

Sponsors:  Representatives Simpson, P. Sullivan, Dunshee and Ericks.

Brief Summary of Bill

• Expands the use of impact fees for the funding of fire protection facilities that include
those facilities located within a fire district.

Hearing Date:  2/14/05

Staff:  Thamas Osborn (786-7129).

Background:

Counties, cities, and towns that plan under the major provisions of the Growth Management Act
(GMA) are authorized to impose impact fees on development activity as part of the financing of
public facilities.  Impact fees are payments of money required of developers as a condition of
development approval.  Local governments are required to use impact fees to pay for certain
public facilities that are made necessary as the result of a development and must ensure that such
fees are:
• used only for system improvements that are reasonably related to the impact of the

development on the use of public facilities;
• do not exceed a proportionate share of the cost of system improvements made necessary by

the development; and
• are used for system improvements that reasonably benefit the new development.

Furthermore, in determining how system improvements are to be financed, a local government
must provide for a balance between impact fees and other sources of public funds, and cannot rely
solely on impact fees.

Local ordinances must also include a fee schedule for each type of development activity subject to
impact fees, specifying the amount of the impact fee to be imposed for each type of system
improvement.  The schedule must be based upon a formula or other method of calculating the
prorated impact fee.  In determining the proportionate share of the fee to be paid by a developer,
the formula or method must incorporate:
• the cost of public facilities necessitated by new development;
• an adjustment to the cost of the public facilities for past or future payments made or

reasonably anticipated to be made by new development to pay for particular system
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improvements in the form of user fees, debt service payments, taxes, or other payments
earmarked for or proratable to the particular system improvement;

• the availability of other means of funding public facility improvements;
• the cost of existing public facilities improvements; and
• the methods by which public facilities improvements were financed.

The types of "public facilities" which may receive funding from impact fees are limited to
specified types of capital facilities owned or operated by government entities. Such public
facilities are limited to the following:
• Public streets and roads;
• Publicly owned parks, open space, and recreation facilities;
• School facilities; and
• Fire protection facilities in jurisdictions that are not part of a fire district.

Fire protection districts are created to provide fire and emergency services to protect life and
property in locales outside of cities and towns.  A fire protection district may be established
through a process involving a petition by the residents of a proposed district, a public hearing, and
voter approval.

Summary of Bill:

The authority of a governmental entity to use impact fees for the funding of fire protection
facilities is expanded to include all fire protection facilities, including those located within a fire
district.

Appropriation:  None.

Fiscal Note:  Requested on February 11, 2005.

Effective Date:  The bill takes effect 90 days after adjournment of session in which bill is passed.
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